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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS — MINOR WORKS AND FAULT MANAGEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.03 pm]: I rise today to make 
a brief statement about the state government’s independent public schools initiative. This initiative has been one 
of the most significant education reforms in Western Australia and has helped to transform public education in 
this state. At the commencement of the 2016 school year, there were 445 IPS across Western Australia. This 
constitutes 57 per cent of all public schools, 72 per cent of teaching staff and 75 per cent of public school 
students. Recently, I advised the house that an additional 79 schools will commence as independent public 
schools in 2017. All these schools are now taking part in a comprehensive transition program, which includes 
training in workforce, governance and accountability in an autonomous school environment. 
On 21 October, along with the Premier, I attended a training conference for principals and council members from 
the latest IPS intake. At this conference, I announced changes to minor works procurement and fault repair at 
public schools. Firstly, commencing in 2017, principals of independent public schools will be able to access 
contractors directly from a prequalified Department of Finance Building Management and Works panel for 
minor works of a low-risk nature and up to a value of $10 000. This includes works such as painting a wall or 
installing new electrical sockets. This new process will reduce administration, improve timeliness and enable IPS 
principals to directly control minor works undertaken at their schools. This process will be extended to all public 
schools in 2018. 
Secondly, of benefit to all public schools is a change to the limits for the devolved faults management program. 
From July 2017, the limit for all public schools needing to manage the repair of faults, such as door locks and 
plumbing, will increase from $1 500 to $5 000 per fault. Under this opt-in program, schools can select 
contractors to do the work and pay them directly. Although only 155 schools currently manage their own 
breakdowns and faults, the new limit will make it worthwhile for many more schools to participate in the 
program. Schools will receive funding for devolved faults management through their one-line budgets and any 
savings made will be retained by the school and may be directed to education programs. As has always been the 
case, support from the Department of Education will be provided as and when schools require it. These changes 
to the way schools manage faults and minor works show that the government is listening to principals and 
looking at ways to reduce administration, which will leave principals more time to lead their schools. The 
enthusiasm of schools and their communities for greater autonomy remains strong. From next year, there will be 
524 IPS, which is a clear indication of the support from communities across WA for their local public schools. 
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